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     Dave Phillips            Larry Phillips          Mike Phillips            Rick Phillips Phillips Brothers Enter PHS Football Hall of Fame Together

By the time the Phillips brothers had ended their amazing run as the outstanding linemen in the state of West Virginia in 1983 they had accomplished amazing things on the football field.


When Rick Phillips played his final game that year he marked not only the end of the line of incredible football playing brothers but the end of an era which will probably never been surpassed. It marked the end of the greatest family of West Virginia high school football linemen in history.


And on Sept. 9, 2011 they will accomplish something else that will never be equaled as all four of them will return to the city of their glory to be inducted into the Parkersburg High School Big Red Football Hall of Fame at the same time.


Dave Phillips, Larry Phillips, Mike Phillips and Rick Phillips will enter the Hall of Fame during ceremonies prior to the Marietta game. 


Between 1974 and 1983 with only one exception (1978) there was a Phillips brother playing the line for the Parkersburg Big Reds – and playing better than almost any other lineman in the state. 


The facts bear this out. During those nine seasons the Phillips boys earned six first team all-state accolades and two second-team all-state honors. Three of the four brothers won the Hunt Award, symbolic of the state’s outstanding lineman, including back-to-back in the 1976 and 1977. And it was later discovered the fourth brother should have won the award if it had been given only to “real” linemen and not wide receiver.


With one of Everett Phillips’ sons on the line all PHS did over those nine years was win 74 games while losing just 19 – winning at least eight games every year and never losing more than three.


Imagine the line the Big Reds could have put on the field had the Phillips boys been able to play at the same time. For one thing it would have averaged about 6-foot-3 and weighed around 230 pounds with enough strength to be a weight lifter and enough speed to be on a track team.


First was Dave Phillips, who stepped on the field as a sophomore already standing 6-foot-4 and weighing over 200 pounds who was agile enough to play on the Big Red basketball team and quick footed enough to have been a wrestler in junior high. A two-way starter, he earned second team all-state honors on a state runner-up team.


His second year on the Big Reds, Dave was joined on the line by his brother Larry (a sophomore) and the result was an 8-2 record that included a win over a Parkersburg South team which was one of just four teams to make the playoffs under that format. Dave earned first team all-state honors that year.


As a senior Dave and Larry both earned first team all-state honors with the 6-5, 240 pound Dave being named a runaway winner of the Hunt Award. The eldest Phillips brother co-captain of the all-state team that year, earned several All-American honors and was co-captain in the North-South all-star game. And the Big Reds won the state championship.


Dave went off to Ohio State on scholarship although he later transferred to Morehead State where he graduated after became a two-year starter as a massive 290 pounder protecting quarterback Don Reeves, the current PHS head coach.

Meanwhile, Larry’s senior year saw him follow in his older brother’s footsteps by winning the Hunt Award and being the leader of a 9-2 team. The 6-2, 230 pound Larry also decided to pursue his college football career at OSU. He was on the Buckeye squad for four years but knee problems kept him from playing much. He graduated from OSU in 1983.

In 1978 there were no Phillips boys on the team. How strange that must have been.

But the following year Mike entered PHS and earned playing time as a sophomore on a 9-3 team as well as being a starter both ways as a junior on a 10-2 team in 1980. As a senior, the 6-foot-1, 211 pound honor student was joined by his sophomore “little” brother Rick (6-1 ½, 200 pounds) and the Big Reds went 9-2.

There was a lot of speculation after Mike’s senior season ended as to whether or not he would become the third Phillips to win the Hunt Award. Although he was the leading vote-getter among tackles, guards and centers he was nosed out for the award by a 145 pound wide receiver from Sistersville, Brian Swisher (who had been a close runner-up for the Kennedy Award as the state’s most outstanding player). Since the precedence had been set earlier by giving the Hunt Award to such “ends” as Gary Virden and Barry Louden of PHS, the sportswriters had no problem with given the outstanding lineman award to a split end.

Mike became the only Phillips boy to not pursue a college career, opting instead to follow the academic path – taking his straight-A average to WVU to become an engineer.

After lettering as a 6-1 ½, 200 pound sophomore tackle, Rick, the fourth and final Phillips brother, went on to earn second team all-state honors as a 6-3, 220 pound junior and then dominated the line as a 6-3 ¼ 233 pound senior. Captain of the all-state team, he was a near unanimous choice as the state’s Hunt Award winner and was one of the most highly recruited linemen in the country, finally deciding to state at home and attend West Virginia University. At WVU he became an All-American on the Mountaineers’ national runner-up squad on 1988. 

The final Phillips brother was so highly acclaimed that when the Parkersburg newspaper selected a Silver Anniversary team, Rick Phillips was the number one player on that squad. He later returned to be an assistant coach at PHS, helping the Big Reds win a state championship. 

Coach Buddy James, who had the privilege of coaching all the Phillips boys, said after Rick played his final high school game, “It was a sad day when old Ricky played that last game. Just think of it. No more Phillips boys.” After nearly 25 years of playing and coaching, James admitted, “I’ve never seen anything like it before and will probably never see anything like it again. I doubt there has ever been a family with four brothers who became all-state linemen. I know there has never been one in West Virginia and there have never been even two brothers who have won the lineman of the year award, let along three.”

In fact, there has never been a set of brothers make first team all-state as Dave and Larry did in 1976.

Asked to compare the Phillips boys, Coach James said, “Dave was the tallest and fastest and Rick was probably the heaviest and strongest. They were all pretty close when it came to performance on the field – which is the bottom line. And they were all the finest kids you could have on a team. We never had one bit of trouble from any of them. Every one had character and whatever position they played you never had to worry about those positions. They all had the ability and the desire to excel.”

And a lot of the credit for there success had to go to father Everett Phillips, who did not play football but passed along his 6-foot-5, 200 pound frame and the discipline and desire to want to accomplish something. He also had three daughters who were between 5-foot-10 and 6-foot tall and also were outstanding in sports.

